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Manifesto Template and Guidance
What is a Manifesto?
Your manifesto is a statement that explains to other members of the society/club why you’re applying for a role and why they should vote for you. Manifestos are compulsory for your nomination to be approved, so you cannot run without one.
Key Points:
· There is also a minimum word count of 50 words and a maximum word count of 250.
· We recommend that your manifesto sticks between 150-200 words.
· We recommend that you include an image of yourself should you be comfortable doing so, to help people recognise you.
· It’s important that you keep your manifesto relevant, friendly and positive. Focusing too much on negatives can turn people away, so keep it cheery and exciting!
· Language and content in candidate manifestos should be inclusive and not encourage any behaviour that may violate university or Students' Union regulations.
· The SU reserves the right not to approve a manifesto or to request changes to its content, which could delay an election or result in the candidate having no manifesto displayed when voting opens.
Guidance:
Writing a manifesto is crucial for boosting your nomination and helping voters understand your motives, ideas and intentions.
We recommend that manifestos are to the point and eye-catching, focusing on the feedback of members and the development they want to see in the upcoming year. 
Manifestos also support you with articulating your own ideas and intentions behind applying, kickstarting the process of planning for next year.

Below is the template for writing a manifesto as well as an example:
	1. Who are you and what background do you have in the society/club?

What’s your existing role within the club/society? Have you been in a leadership position before? What’s your area of interest?
	

	2. Why are you nominating yourself for that particular role? 

Why have you decided to go for this particular role? How is it relevant to your area of interest? What interests you about it? What skills or prior experience do you have to back you up?

	

	3. What are some key areas of improvement or development you would like to work on?

What has maybe not been worked on this year that you would like to explore further? What development do you see for the society?
	

	4. What do you plan to do should you get elected in line? List 1-3 aims

What is your main focuses? What are the aims and objectives you would like to work on if elected? Ideal to list 1-3 ideas, but keep it short and sweet

	


 

Take your answers to the above and collect them either into a poster/infographic or text with an image of yourself. Below is an example:

Example Manifesto:
[photo of yourself] – ideally doing something related to the society/club. Make sure it is appropriate and friendly.
“Hi! I’m [name] and I’m excited to be running for the role of secretary this year as a current society member since 2024 and last year’s events officer. I love our society and have had an amazing 2 years which I’m eager to continue working on, following successful events and society wins in 25/26!
Not only am I passionate about supporting the organisation of the society, but I am a current marketing student who works in customer service part time, so have a range of professional skills that would support me in being your successful secretary next year.
My main aims would be:
1. Expand upon or external partnerships through an increase in outreach, to secure financial support and guest speaker opportunities.
2. Keep professional communication between the society and stakeholders consistent and organised, to ensure success this year.
3. Ensure that deadlines for sign ups and registrations are completed on time to minimise disruption which has impacted the society previously.
Voting for me can help all of the above become reality and support the development of the club we all love in the coming year as well as years to come. Thank you for your time and vote!”
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